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INTRODUCTION 
 

This report describes a plan to: (1) restructure the NYSRC Reliability Rules and supporting 
elements1, and (2) revise the present rules2 to ensure they are consistent with current and 
pending NERC and NPCC standards and criteria and the new NERC Bulk Electric System (BES) 
definition, while continuing to maintain NYSRC's more stringent and specific requirements. The 
Rules Enhancement Plan (REP) will be implemented through completion of several tasks. 
 
 

BACKGOUND 
 
The initial NYSRC rules, adopted in 1999, were based on former New York Power Pool criteria. 
Since then, these rules have been revised numerous times to reflect the need for new and 
modified rules and NERC and NPCC standards and criteria changes. During that time, the 
organization of the rules have generally followed the same format.  

Two recent actions have prompted the need for the NYSRC to evaluate certain NYSRC Reliability 
Rules. First, in 2012 FERC issued a rule establishing a Bulk Electric System (BES) definition. This 
definition establishes a “bright line” threshold that includes all facilities operated at or above 
100 kV.  

Second, NERC has recently adopted a revised transmission planning standard (TPL-001-2) which 
is more stringent in some respects than the present NYSRC transmission planning rules. TPL-
001-2 may represent a significant change of NERC transmission planning criteria. NPCC is 
currently modifying Directory 1, “Design and Operation of the Bulk Power System,” to ensure 
consistency with the recently adopted NERC TPL Standard. The Directory 1 revision will also 
include resource adequacy, special system protection, and transmission operations criteria 
changes. NYSRC Reliability Rules must be consistent with NERC and NPCC standards and criteria, 
but may be more stringent or specific than NERC and NPCC requirements depending on special 
NYS Power System conditions. The NERC and NPCC changes may impact several NYSRC rules, 
including resource adequacy and transmission planning and operating capability rules. 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
1  “Elements” are components of a Reliability Rule that include requirements and other components necessary to 
demonstrate and monitor compliance with the Reliability Rule. 
2   The term “rule” as used in this report refers to the entire body of a Reliability Rule and its related elements.  
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Rules Enhancement Plan – Task Summary 

Task 1:                                                                                                                                                            

Reorganize the format of the NYSRC Reliability Rules and supporting elements. 

Task 2:                                                                                                                                                        

Modify NYSRC rules so as to be consistent with NERC-TPL-001-2 and NPCC Directory 1 changes 
and any other pending changes. Examine other NYSRC rules to ensure consistency with other 
NERC and NPCC standards and criteria, and modify as required.  

Task 3:                                                                                                                                                    

Revise the Introduction of the Reliability Rules Manual to recognize Task 1 and 2 changes, and 
other sections of the Manual as appropriate.  

Task 4:                                                                                                                                                     

Upon completion of Tasks 1-3, adopt the revised rules in Tasks 1-2 and incorporate into a new 
version of the Reliability Rules Manual. 

Tasks 1 and 2 can be completed in parallel.  

 

Task 1 

Reorganization of NYSRC Reliability Rules and their Elements 

The NYSRC has always worked towards improving its Reliability Rule development process. 
Likewise, RRS recognizes that how reliability rules are organized is important for a clear 
understanding of rule and compliance requirements by those entities affected by the NYSRC 
rules. Accordingly, RRS reviewed the present rule organization and considered how it can be 
improved. 

Presently, NYSRC rules and compliance requirements are organized into two separate manuals: 
the Reliability Rules Manual and the Compliance Template Manual. The Reliability Rules Manual 
includes Reliability Rules and associated measurements; the Compliance Template Manual 
contains compliance information associated with the Reliability Rules’ measurements, including 
compliance monitoring procedures, full compliance statements, and levels of non-compliance. 
RRS is responsible for maintaining the Reliability Rules Manual, while RCMS maintains the 
Compliance Template Manual.  
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RRS’ review of NYSRC’s rule organization examined the NERC standard format or template. The 
NERC template, unlike the present NYSRC format, consolidates all standard requirement and 
compliance elements into a single document. NPCC now follows the NERC standard template for 
its standards and directories. RSS concluded that converting to a common rules format, i.e., the 
NERC template, will provide a more uniform presentation of the NYSRC rules which will provide 
a benefit to the NYISO and NY market participants who are familiar with working with the NERC 
and NPCC templates. The primary rules changes required for reorganizing the NYSRC rules to 
follow a similar format as the NERC standard template are as follows: 

1. The present NYSRC rule requirements (Reliability Rules and measurements) will be 
merged with related compliance components (Compliance Templates) into a single 
document, which RRS believes will provide a clearer understanding of a rule’s 
compliance requirements. 

2. Although the present “Measurement” and “Full Compliance” elements will become 
“Requirements” and “Measures,” respectively, no textual changes will be required. 
Therefore, PRRs and postings for comment will not be required. “Levels of non-
compliance” statements will not change.  

3.  A modification of certain Reliability Rules will be required that may require PRRs and 
postings for comment. 

4. Each Reliability Rules section now includes an “Introduction” – these will be retained.  

Table 1 shows the new organization of the Reliability Rules and associated elements. Appendix 
A and B provide examples of newly organized rules using this template.  
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Table 1 

New Organization of Reliability Rule and Associated Elements 

Section Element  Element Description 
A 

Reliability Rule 
Elements 

Title A brief descriptive phrase identifying the topic of the 
Reliability Standard. 

 
   

Reliability Rule The reliability outcome that is required to be achieved 
through compliance with the Reliability Rule. 

 Associated NERC and 
NPCC Standards and 
Criteria 

A list of NERC and NPCC standards and criteria documents 
that correspond to the Reliability Rule. 

 Applicability Entity or entities, i.e., the NYISO and/or market 
participants, responsible for complying with the Reliability 
Rule. 

   
B   

Requirement 
Requirement3 The actions that shall be performed or outcomes 

achieved in order to comply with the Reliability Rule. 
Identifies which entity – NYISO or market participant – is 
responsible for complying with the Requirement. There 
may be one or more Requirements associated with each 
Reliability Rule. 

   
C      

Compliance 
Elements 

Measure4 The evidence needed to demonstrate compliance with 
one or more associated Requirements. 

 Levels of Non-
Compliance  

Levels of non-compliance assigned if responsible entity 
does not adequately demonstrate the compliance 
evidence as stated in a Measure. 

 Compliance 
Monitoring Process 

The compliance process used to monitor compliance for 
each Requirement, as described in Policy 4. 

   
D        

Guidelines 
Guidelines Guidelines that support the implementation of the 

Reliability Rule. 

                                                        
3  Same as “Measurement” in present rule structure. The term “Requirement” is consistent with NERC 
terminology. 
  
4  Same as “Full Compliance Statement” in present rule structure. The term “Measure” is consistent with NERC 
terminology. 
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Task 2 

Modifying the NYSRC Rules to Ensure Consistency with                                                  
NERC and NPCC Standards and Criteria 

 
This task is to modify the Reliability Rules to ensure consistency with NERC and NPCC standards 
and criteria, while retaining the more stringent and specific requirements in the present 
reliability rules.  One issue that will be considered is whether to include only elements in the 
revised rules that are more stringent and more specific than NERC and NPCC requirements, or to 
make the rules more complete by also including certain existing NYSRC requirements that may 
be common to both NERC and NPCC requirements. Another issue to be considered will be 
whether the new BES definition should adopted for NYSRC rules or whether NYSRC's current BPS 
definition be retained.  
 
As noted under “Background,” the newly modified NERC Transmission Planning Standard TPL-
001 will impact NYSRC’s transmission planning rules in Rule Section B (Reliability Rules B-R1-R4 
and B-R7).  NPCC is currently modifying Directory 1 to recognize this NERC Standard. RRS will 
prepare an example of a transmission planning rule change starting with a Directory 1 draft 
when it becomes available. It is expected that this draft will not be available until at least the fall 
of 2013. Review of the other potential rule changes will take place in the meantime (see Table 
2).   
 

Table 2                                                                                                                                                                          
Reliability Rules to be Reviewed for Consistency with NERC and NPCC Standards and Criteria 

 
NYSRC Rule Section Corresponding NERC 

Standards 
 Corresponding NPCC 

Directories 
A - Resource Adequacy   1 
B – Transmission Capability – Planning TPL-001 1 
C – Resource, System & Demand Requirements MOD-010, 011, 012, 

016, 017, 025, TOP- 
002, PRC-002, 018 

9, 10 

D – Operating Reserves BAL-002 5 
E – Transmission Capability – Operating TOP-004, FAC-011, 

IRO-004, EOP-001 
1, 2 

F – Operation During Major Emergencies EOP-001, 002 2 
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G – System Restoration EOP-005 8 
 
NYSRC Rule Sections H-K are not effected by NERC and NPCC requirements. 
 

Task 3 
Reliability Rule Manual Revisions 

  
The reliability rule changes in Tasks 1 and 2 will require that the Introduction of the Reliability 
Rule Manual be revised. Other sections of the Manual will also be reviewed for possible changes 
and reorganization. With the merger of compliance templates with the Reliability Rules, the 
Compliance Template Manual can be retired.  
 
 

Task 4 
Adoption of Modified Rules and Issuance of the                                                   

New Reliability Rules Manual 
 

Upon completion of Task 3, the Executive Committee will adopt all rule changes and approve 
issuance of the new version of the Reliability Rules manual. If the NPCC Directory 1 revision is 
delayed (see Task 2), a decision will be made whether to wait for Directory 1 to be revised and 
complete NYSRC rule revisions before issuing the Manual, or issue the Manual and revise 
related NYSRC rules at a later time when a revised Directory 1 becomes available.   

 
 


